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The Four-Step Application Process
According to the authors, a student moves from ancient meaning to modern application using these sequential steps: 

1. Determine the Original Application: Find out how the biblical author wanted the original audience to respond. What action, change of heart, or theological realignment was the text meant to trigger? 

2. Evaluate the Level of Specificity: Determine if the original instruction was bound to a specific culture/situation, or if it is universally applicable. If the original command cannot be literally applied today (e.g., greeting one another with a holy kiss), you must extract its underlying timeless value.

3. Identify the Timeless Principle: Clearly articulate the cross-cultural principle embedded in the text. This principle must be consistent with the broader scope of biblical theology and the historical-grammatical meaning of the passage. 

4. Correlate the Principle with a Modern Situation: Find a contemporary situation that aligns perfectly with the ancient context or dynamic. Apply the timeless principle directly to the modern personal, corporate, or societal equivalent.

Guidelines for Valid Relevance

To ensure the modern application remains faithful to the text and avoids personal bias , the authors present several core criteria: 

· The Principle of Analogy: Applications are valid when the modern situation shares the essential, underlying dynamics of the original biblical situation.

· The New Covenant Filter: Old Testament laws and commands must be filtered through their fulfillment in Jesus Christ and New Testament instruction before being adapted for Christian living.

· The Scope of Scripture: A legitimate contemporary application will never contradict the unified ethical or theological narrative of the rest of the Bible.


